WHO   LEADS   LABOUR?
ageing Labour Members are in the House thanks to
their personal qualities, their courage amid a valley
crammed with natural obstacles., their resolve to i;be
somebody'5 and "get somewhere,"
When he looks across the floor at the men who
have enjoyed equal or greater advantages of fortune
than himself he may try in vain to admire a different
sort of manhood. But duty carries him forward, a
lean Lenin in a non-revolutionary community, tem-
perate of spirit, vitriolic of tongue, enjoying neither
the taunts he has to utter nor the sneers that they
evoke. Xone the less he applies himself always with
industry and generally with good humour to a task
for which Nature has failed properly to equip him.
So if any man deserves a political Victoria Cross he
is Mr. (formerly Major) Attlee.
When illness or conflicting engagements take him
away from the House his work is done by the Right
Honourable Arthur Greenwood. You would have to
look far for a more striking contrast in any two men
whose life makes them work in double harness.
Whereas Attlee never hides his academic background,
is painstaking, fastidious, and nearly ascetic. Green-
wood is provincial, spontaneous, and excessively
democratic, taking care to enjoy life as thoroughly as
circumstances will permit. He is a child of the West
Riding of Yorkshire and makes no sort of effort at the
concealment of his origin. In whatever mood he may
be speaking, every syllable of all the words he utters
is delivered with the heavy emphasis that resounds
through the streets of Sheffield, Leeds and Bradford.
In that part of the country they are said to pride
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